368               THE COLLECTED WORKS OF MAHATMA OANDHI

forgiving every time? And what is the point of my forgiving? For-
giving has a meaning only to the extent that the person who has
apologized does not err again. My forgiving you all the time means
that I should go on doing my duty as father though you may not
do yours as son. My duty, of course, I shall continue to do accord-
ing to my judgment. I don't believe that you are impatient to see
us both; equally, this idea that you were to come here sounds in-
sincere to me. Does one who really means to come trumpet it
aloud? Now, of course, your coming is pointless, as you say. I see
that your ideas and mine differ very much. Your conception of
your duty as son differs from mine, but I have no right to enquire
what your duty is. If you go on doing your duty as you in all
sincerity conceive it to be, I shall be perfectly satisfied. Whether
your idea of duty is sincere or not, I and others will be able to
judge from your actions. It seems you have also applied your
mind to what my duty is, and in this respect, too, our ideas differ.
It should be for me to consider what my duty is. You may, never-
theless, continue to tell me what you think,

I did not reply to your letter. I got it after my release from
gaoL Your suggestions, however, were carried out; that is, I
wrote to Revashankerbhai that he should have a talk with you and
give you more [money] as may seem necessary.

You want my advice regarding Ghanchi, and also about your
studies. You violate all the conditions I had made and you
promised to fulfil. You were asked never to go in for studies at
the cost of your health* You have failed to take care of it. No
wonder that Ramdas and Manila! have outdone you. And Ramdas
has put in a fine effort, indeed, and grown in size as well. Mani-
la!, too, has plenty of strength and would have been stronger yet if
he had not taken to the evil ways of pleasure. Even their studies
I take to be sounder than yours. Your mind is now running after
Bombay. You say you have Revashankerbhai's consent for that.
What weight can that consent carry with me? I would submit in
all humility to RevashankerbhaFs judgment of a diamond. How
could I listen to Mm in the matter of studies? You are, so it seems
to me, in a state of stupefaction. What, then, am I to say? You
can only think of Davar's classes. That simply stuns me. Do you
think it will be much of an achievement to pass the matricu-
lation examination? I do not even understand what it is that
you want to do. I would only advise you to do nothing. Wait till
my return. Meanwhile, read as you like. Do not, however, start
a new venture. Later, you may talk things over with me, but only
if you want to.